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VISION

A vibrant and sustainable agricultural research, development
and innovation system assuring socio-economic development
of Sri Lanka

MISSION

To ensure agricultural research, development and innovations
are directed towards national development goals through
policy formulation, facilitation, coordination, monitoring and
evaluation, and impact assessment.

GOALS

Goal 1: To orient agriculture research, development and innovation to national development goals
Goal 2: Promote capacity development in the National Agriculture Research System
Goal 3: Achieve world class research, development and innovation status
Goal 4: Promote continuous performance appraisal in line agencies
Goal 5: Promote dissemination and awareness creation of the national agriculture research,
development and innovations
Goal 6: Strengthen institutional capacity of SLCARP in order to reinforce NARS
Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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THE OBJECTIVES OF THE SLCARP
1. To achieve excellence in the agriculture research, development and innovation
2. To orient agriculture research and innovation to achieving national development agenda
3. To develop capacity of the National Agriculture Research and Innovation System
(scientific and technical )
4. To promote demand driven research of high standards to support agriculture
developments.
5. To promote international, regional and national level corporation, in order to achieve
world class research, development and innovation
6. To monitor and evaluate progress of national research, development and innovation
programs and institutions
7. To promote dissemination and awareness of the national agriculture research,
development and innovation programs
8. To strengthen institutional capacity of the SLCARP in order to achieve national
development agenda
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MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 2014

1. Dr. J. D. Samarasinghe, Chairman, Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy

2. Dr. D. B. T. Wijerathne, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture

3. Prof. W. L. Sumathipala, Chairman, National Science Foundation

4. Prof. Ranjith Senarathna, Vice Chairman, University Grant Commission

5. Dr. W. K. De Silva, Director General, Department of Animal Health and Production
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Dr. R. R. Wijekoon, Director General, Department of Agriculture

7. Mr. R. M. P. Ratnayake, Additional Director General, Department of External Resources

8. Mr. Gamini Gamage, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Environment & Renewable Energy

9. Mr. R. A. D. S. Ranathunga, Director (Development), Ministry of Plantation Industries

10. Mr. S. D. M. Asanka Abeywardhane, Additional Secretary, (Development), Ministry of
Fisheries & Aquatic Resources

11. Mr. M. Rizvi Zaheed, Managing Director, Hayleys Agriculture Holdings Limited.

12. Mr. Prabath Wimal Kumara, Secretary, Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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Dr. J. D. Samarasinghe
Mr. Prabath Wimal
Kumara
Prof. W. L.
Sumathipala
Mr. R. A. D. S.
Ranathunga
Prof. Ranjith
Senarathne
Mr. Asanka
Abeywardena
Mr. R. M. P.
Rathnayake

The number of Council meetings held during the year 2014 was six. Dr. J. D. Samarasinghe was the
chairman while Mr. Prabath Wimal Kumara was the Secretary of all these meetings.
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AUDIT AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE-2014
During 2014 there were five meetings held on 19th Feb, 17th June, 29th October, 03rd December and
17th December 2014 by the Audit and Management Committee of SLCARP to discuss matters
relating to Accounts and Administration of SLCARP.

Members of the committee in year 2014 are as follows;

1. Dr. D. B. T. Wijerathne

-

Chairman of the Committee

2. Mr. R. M. P. Ratnayake
3. Mr. Gamini Gamage
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INTRODUCTION
Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy (SLCARP) was established on 22nd December,
1987 under the Ministry of Agriculture with the enactment of the SLCARP Act No 47 of 1987.
Since then SLCARP has been actively engaged in supporting agricultural research in the National
Agricultural Research System (NARS). Among its mandated functions, the primary responsibility
of SLCARP is to develop policies and strategies to strengthen research and development in the
agricultural sector by creating a conductive environment in the NARS. The overall objective is to
support agricultural development by fostering a vibrant and effective research system to generate
appropriate technologies and thereby increase productivity and production, increase employment
opportunities, make agriculture sustainable and thereby enhance social and economic development.

The main functions of the SLCARP is to identify research priority areas, facilitate interaction
through sharing of information on the respective fields, resolve constraints confronted in research
and play a role in enhancing the activities of the respective committees. At present there are thirteen
committees established by the Council: National Committee on Research Programmes and Projects
(NCRPP), National Committee on Plant Breeding (NCPB), National Committee on Agricultural
Biotechnology (NCAB), National Committee on Plant Protection (NCPP), National Committee on
Post Harvest Technology (NCPHT), National Committee on Socio Economics and Policy Analysis
(NCSEPA), National Committee on Livestock, Aquaculture and Fisheries (NCLAF), National
Committee on Floriculture Research and Development (NCFRD), National Committee on Natural
Resources Management (NCNRM), National Committee on Agricultural Machinery (NCAM),
National Committee on Organic Agriculture and Forestry (NCOAF), Agricultural Information
Network (AGRINET) advisory committee and Committee on International Linkages.
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THE MANDATED FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL

1. To advise the Government on all matters regarding the organization, co-ordination, planning
and execution of agricultural research and such other related matters as may be referred to it
by the Minister ;
2. To formulate national agricultural research policy and priorities;
3. To define the overall aims and scope of agricultural research with a view to furthering national
development objectives ;
4. To make recommendations to the appropriate authorities on the financial, manpower and
physical resources required by agricultural research institutions and establishments and on the
terms and conditions of service of the staff of such institutions and establishments;
5. To review institutional and departmental agricultural research programmes and make
recommendations with regard to their priorities and funding to the Ministry of the Minister in
charge of the subject of Finance and Planning;
6. To promote and facilitate excellence in agricultural research;
7. To act as a channel of communication between agricultural research institutions and the
Government;
8. To arrange for and fund inter-institutional agricultural research projects;
9. To arrange for and fund special scientific services for services for the entire agricultural
research sector;
10. To promote linkage between agricultural research institutions at national and international level;
11. To organize conferences and seminars on international, national and inter-institutional issues
relating to agricultural research;
12. To arrange the post-graduate training of

agricultural research staff and for interchange of

scientists with recognized research institutions abroad; and
13. To review the performance of agricultural research projects, institutions and divisions from time
to time.
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REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN

Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy was established by the Act No. 47 of 1987, with
significant authority to determine national agricultural research priorities and distribution of some
funding for agricultural research within the environment of existing structures. The main strategic
task of SLCARP as intended by the Act is to formulate national agricultural research policy and
priorities for making arrangements for inter-institutional research projects.

SLCARP operates with the agricultural research institutes in the National Agricultural Research
System (NARS) and National University System (NUS) established under different line Ministries.
SLCARP has correctly identified its capabilities to create strategic leverage in implementing
agricultural research in the NARS and the NUS. It has direct influence on research programmes in
the research stations coming under the Department of Agriculture, Department of Export
Agriculture Crops and in Agriculture Faculties of National Universities.

It is very satisfying to note that in 2014, SLCARP has made significant achievements toward its
mandated functions. During the period SLCARP had been able to recommend 36 new research
projects under the NARP, including 23 continuation projects from 2013. However, a very little
progress had been observed in University research projects due to procedural encumbrances in
releasing funds. Physical progress review at the field level and problem solving meetings with the
Heads of research institutions and Principle Investigators were another new features added during
the year which had helped in identifying issues hindering progress of research activities. SLCARP
National Committees catered to different disciplines and helped to create a dialog on topics such as
climate change, climate smart agriculture and food security have come to the forefront. The thrust
areas of the Committee included: food security, green economy and water security. SLCARP held
First International Research Symposium (IRS) in August 2014, Award Ceremony in November
2014 and 7th National Symposium of Floriculture Research (NaSFLOR) in December 2014. IRS
created a platform for the national and international scientists to meet up and acquire new
knowledge and share experience for the development of the agriculture sector.
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National Awards 2014 for outstanding achievements in agricultural research to encourage and
motivate agricultural scientists towards achieving high standards of scientific research and most
outstanding Research and five other research projects were selected in appreciation of contribution
to the agriculture sector. National Awards for them were presented in year 2014 by His Excellency
Mahinda Rajapakse, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka at the BMICH.

The SLCARP had achieved an appreciable amount of work during the year identifying leverage
areas that need strategic interventions while moving away from comparatively less important
activities. One of the main challenges was the lack of effective communication among the NARS
institutions and the relevant Ministries.

Dr. Jayantha Dias Samarasinghe
Chairman
Sri Lanka Council of Agricultural Research Policy
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REPORT FROM THE DIRECTOR

The SLCARP performed creditably during the year 2014 and some of the significant research and
seminars carried out during this period are highlighted. As a central agency for planning,
organization, monitoring and coordinating of agricultural research and advising the government on
matters related to agriculture, SLCARP has a vital role to play in directing research in the
agriculture sector in accordance with the current demands. At present SLCARP is dedicated to
promote research in agriculture, mainly through the formulation and ensuring successful
implementation of the National Agriculture Research Plan.

Research Management

a) National Agricultural Research Plan 2014 (NARP)

The National Agricultural Research Plan (NARP) is a consolidated plan and an action programme
for those who are involved in scientific research in agriculture. Under this programme, 67 projeccts
have been undertaken for funding. They are 36 new projects, 05 of phase II, 23 continuations and
03 of extension of the duration of the projects. All theses research projects have been evaluated in
2014 and taken into year 2015 for operation.

As in previous years, main component of the NARP is Department of Agriculture conducting
research projects in year 2015. Department of Export Agriculture, HARTI, IPHT and National
Universities have also undertaken research projects respectively.

In addition the research projects of national universities which were in operation in year 2014 have
been taken into year 2015 as funding on them in year 2014 was insufficient. 40 research projects of
national universities will be in operation in year 2015.

Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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b) External Review of NARS Institutes

External Review of Department of Export Agriculture has been commenced. The meeting headed
by Secretary / Ministry of Minor Export Crops Promotion and Director General of DEA with DEA
officials, SLCARP officials and External Review team was held at DEA. The review will be
completed on 2015

c) National Committees of SLCARP

i)

National Committee on Research Programmes and Projects (NCRPP)

The National Committee on Research Programmes and Projects (NCRPP) is a Council appointed
Committee with the main task of formulating the National Agricultural Research Plan. The
Committee is entrusted with the responsibility of working together with the specialized Committees
to ensure successful implementation of the NARP and to make the necessary recommendations to
the SLCARP Council for effective functioning of research programmes in the NARP. Eminent
scientists in the agricultural research sector have been appointed to this committee by the council.

ii)

The National Committee in Plant Protection (NCPP)

The National Committee on Plant Protection was appointed for a new term on March 2013. Dr
Keerthi Mohotti was appointed as the Chairman of the committee and Dr Shanika Jayasekera, as the
coordinator of the Committee. During the Year 2014, five meetings were planned and three were
held. Two meetings were cancelled due to unavailability of funds.

During the year under review, Committee worked on several activities such as preparation of the
one year Action Plan, monitoring of Half Yearly Progress Report of the NARP projects, physical
Monitoring of the NARP projects, organizing a postgraduate training program on Plant Protection
in collaboration with the PGIA. The committee evaluated the seven research projects submitted in
Plant Protection in two meetings. The necessary corrections proposed by the committee, for six
projects were communicated to the Principal Investigators and required amendments were made.
Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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Six research projects were recommended to be incorporated into the National Agriculture Research
Plan. In addition two projects were recommended for Phase II. Progress Reports for second half of
year 2013 and first half of year 2014 were collected. Committee has given suggestions to improve
the research methodology of the projects.

The committee worked on preparing a module for the postgraduate short course in Plant Protection.
This programme was conducted by SLCARP National Committee in Plant Protection in
collaboration with the Postgraduate Institute of Agriculture. The programme aimed at training 20
fresh Research Officers involved in Plant Protection research of the Department of Agriculture this
time.

The Objectives of the program were to equip the newly-recruited plant protectionists of the
Department of Agriculture with hands-on experiences of laboratory and field techniques needed for
effective, rapid and accurate diagnosis of agriculturally-important pests and educate the newlyrecruited plant protectionists of the Department of Agriculture with novel techniques in plant
protection. The Course duration covered ten working days (20 hours of lectures and 50 hours of
practical). This program was formally inaugurated with the participation of Chairman, SLCARP,
Director General Department of Agriculture and Director of the PGIA and on completion of the
program on 04th December 2014, certificates were distributed to the participants at a formal
ceremony.

iii)

National Committee on Agricultural Biotechnology (NCAB)

The National Committee on Agricultural Biotechnology was appointed for its Second year of the
second term on 27 June 2014. Dr Gamini Samarasinghe was appointed as the Chairman of the
committee and Dr. Padmini C Girihagama, continue her service as the Secretary of the Committee
by officially.

During the year 2014, 5 meetings were planned and 3 were held. Two meetings were cancelled due
to unavailability of funds. During the year 2014, starting from end June, Committee worked on
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several activities such as preparation of the one year Action Plan, monitoring of Half Yearly
Progress Report of the NARP projects and physical Monitoring of the NARP projects.

Preparation of the Action Plan and screening of new project proposals were done in the first
meeting held in end of the second quarter. Nine project proposals were evaluated. Two project
proposals were recommended to the National Agricultural Research Plan.

Monitoring of Second Half Yearly Progress Reports for the year 2013 was done at the
second meeting, held in July in the Second quarter. During the period of review, six NARP projects
were carried out by different research institutes in the NARS and National Universities. Progress
Reports for second half year was collected before the meeting and all the Principal Investigators
(PI) were invited to the meeting to present their progress. On site project monitoring was done for 6
projects. A team comprising two or three members, including the secretary of National Committee
on Agricultural Biotechnology, NARP Co-coordinator, chairman or Director of SLCARP visited
the research organizations. Committee made suggestions to further improvement of the research.

iv)

National Committee on Plant Breeding (NCPB)

The National Committee on Plant Breeding was appointed for its Second year of the second
term on 23 June 2014. Fourteen members were appointed from different major commodities/
commodity group. Dr Malima Perera was appointed as the Chairperson of the committee and Dr.
Padmini C Girihagama continued her service as the Secretary of the Committee by the officially.

During the Year 2014, 6 meetings were planned and four were held. Two meetings were
cancelled due to unavailability of funds.

During the year 2014, starting from June, Committee worked on several activities such as
preparation of the one year Action Plan, Screening of new project Proposals for NARP-2015,
Monitoring of Half Yearly Progress Report of the NARP projects, On Site Project Monitoring of
the NARP projects,.
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Preparation of the Action Plan and screening and recommendation of new project proposals
to the NARP-2015, were done at the first and the second meetings of second and third quarter.
Fourteen projects were evaluated and 12 were recommended.

Monitoring of Second Half Yearly Progress Reports for the year 2013 was done at the third
meeting of the NCPB in the third quarter of year 2014. Progress Reports were collected before the
meeting and all the Principal Investigators (PI) were invited to the meeting to present their progress.
A Power Point presentation was done by each Principle investigator on their project progress.
Lengthily discussions were made after the each presentation, progress and constraints were
commented by the committee members and other PIs as well. Progress of the each project was
assessed according to the activity plan of the project, the second half year progress report, PI
presentation and committee discussions. Both physical and financial progress of all the projects was
ranged from satisfactory to good. Committee has given suggestions to improve the methodology of
the projects. Financial progress of the projects was good. The Committee recommended to
continuine all the projects.

The fourth meeting of National Committee on Plant Breeding was held to monitor the first half
yearly progress of the Plant Breeding research projects conducted under the NARP during the year
2014. During the period of review, seventeen NARP projects were conducted under the National
Committee on Plant Breeding in year 2014. Two projects out of these 19 were conducted by
Department of Export Agriculture and rest of the projects was conducted by Department of
Agriculture.

On site project monitoring was done for 13 projects. A team comprising of two or three members
including the secretary of National Committee on Plant Breeding, NARP Co-ordinator, Chairman
or Director of SLCARP visited the research organizations. Committee made suggestions to further
improvement of the research.

Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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v)

National Committee on Livestock, Aquaculture and Fisheries (NCLAF)

National Committee on Livestock, Aquaculture and Fisheries (NCLAF) is responsible for
facilitating interaction among scientists in the sector, exchange research information and to identify
research priorities and needs. This Committee initiated appropriate action with assistance from the
council to overcome sector related constraints. Compilation of research findings and research needs
of the dairy sector and aquaculture and fisheries sector were undertaken by the National Committee.
Research needs were gathered through stakeholder discussion & held in Uva and Eastern Provinces
organized by the National Committee. Further screening and recommending new research and
projects review of ongoing research project were undertaken by the National Committee.

vi)

National Committee of Socio-Economic and Policy Analysis (NCSEPA)

The objectives of this Committee are to facilitate interaction through sharing information related to
social sciences and policy related issues. The Committee has observed that higher growth rate in the
agriculture sector could be achieved by means of alleviating poverty through food security. During
the year under review, the Committee mainly focused on screening and making recommendations
on new research projects, on-going monitoring and evaluation of the research projects in the NARP.

vii)

National Committee on Floriculture Research and Development (NCFRD)

The National Committee on Floriculture Research and Development was formulated by the Council
to identify the research priorities and develop the industry of ornamental plants and cut flowers with
export demand. Six projects were coordinated under the NARP in floriculture, have achieved
technological expertise on mass propagation, new variety development, management techniques,
and post-harvest strategies with the guidance of SLCARP. These efforts have given opportunities to
reach to international level with mutual understanding on future aspects. Seventh National
Symposium on Floriculture Research (NaSFLOR) created a platform for the scientists, growers and
exporters of the floriculture sector to meet up and acquire new knowledge and share experience for
the development of the sector.

Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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viii)

National Committee on Post Harvest Technology and Human Nutrition

The National Committee was appointed for its second term on March 2014. Dr. D B T Wijeratne
was appointed as the Chairman of the committee and Dr. Shanika Jayasekera was appointed as the
Secretary of the Committee by the SLCARP Council.

During the year under review three committee meetings were held and following activities were
conducted by the Committee: Research Proposals were evaluated, one Day Workshop on TargetOriented Research Proposal Preparation in the Discipline of Postharvest Technology and Human
Nutrition, on 10th July 2014, was held at the Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy.

ix)

National Committee on Natural Resources Management (NCNRM)

The National Committee of Resources Management was assigned with the task to support the
National Agricultural Research System (NARS) in sustainable use of natural resources of water,
land and flora towards a long lasting green economy. In the year 2014, committee meetings were
held and following activities were conducted by the Committee: Finalize National Priorities on
Natural Resources Management, new research proposals were evaluated and eight research projects
were recommended for NARP 2014. These eight research projects are Identification of the causes
for low adoption of Micro irrigation systems, Effect of foliar feeding for papaya, Management of
Calcium and Boron to increase productivity of passion fruit and banana, Improvement of the yield
and quality of banana Musa spp. Var. Millewa Suwandel by some specific management practices,
Development of sustainable plant nutrient management package for Intensive cultivation of
vegetables, Impact of high air temperature and moisture stress for pollen and spikelet sterility of
rice,. Determination of Phosphorus fertilizer requirement for rice based on soil Phosphorus map of
Sri Lanka, Quantification of soil erosion and runoff under different soil conservation measures in
major agro-ecological regions of Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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x)

National Committee on Organic Agriculture and Forestry (NCOA &F)

The National Committee on Organic Agriculture and Forestry (NCOA &F) was appointed with the
objective of establishing national level research priorities and policies to direct agriculture towards,
eco friendly self sustainable sub-system of the ecosystem. Consulting the stakeholders, the
committee has identified the future potential of this industry. As the areas to be addressed public
awareness on organic agriculture, management of natural governing entities of eco system,
harvesting and value addition are made with priorities for future awareness research programmes.

xi)

National Committee on Agricultural Machinery and Equipment (NCAME)

The committee was involved in formulation of the National Priorities in Agriculture Machinery &
Equipment. The draft document was circulated three times amongst the stakeholders prior to
finalization and on incorporation of the comments each time the document was circulated several
times amongst the committee members. The document was then placed for brainstorming session to
the committee and now the final draft has been compiled. The committee met three times during the
year 2014. Committee was handed over to Mr. S. Dissanayake with effect from December 2013.
The relevant Principal investigators were invited to present the research proposals incorporated in
the NARP and necessary recommendations were made to the PIs based on the evaluation of the
committee.

d) International Linkages
The programmes on International Linkages were handed over to Dr (Mrs) Shanika Jaysekera with
effect from November 2013.During the year under review the following activities were performed:
A Committee meeting on International Linkages was appointed comprising of the following
committee members with representation from, Dept. of Animal Production & Health, Director
General of Agriculture / Dept. of Agriculture,/ National Aquatic Resources Research and
Development Agency, Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Sri
Lanka Customs. This committee is to meet as and when necessary to advise and guide SLCARP on
International relations. This committee met on 24 March 2014, 9:00 am at the SLCARP.
Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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The following activities were undertaken:
1. Draft MOU between SLCARP and the Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development
Institute (MAADI) was finalized incorporating the necessary amendments, where the legal
aspects, technical aspects were finalized this year.
2. Initiated attempt for fostering collaboration with reputed International R&D Institutes.
3. Implementation of MOU with Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council was initiated.
4. A document on Guidelines for International Training was prepared.
5. Cabinet approval was sought for MOUs signed with the Nepal Agriculture Research
Council (NARC) on 26th February 2004, Pakistan Agriculture Research Council (PARC)
on 09 February 2005, with the Government of the Republic of Indonesia on 12 January
2004 and with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Vietnam on 27th
November 2006.
6. Work plan between the Indian Council of Agricultural Research Policy,(ICAR): Study
visits were initiated under the current work plan between the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research Policy,(ICAR). A training program on Agricultural

Research

Management was conducted for eleven scientists of the National Agricultural Research
System.

e)

Library/Agricultural Information Network (AGRINET)

SLCARP Library is the focal point for the Agricultural Information Network (AGRINET),
providing scientific and technical information to the scientists, farmers, academics, private sector
and NGOs. Currently, more than 26 libraries contribute to the network including agricultural
research institutes and agricultural faculties of universities. The Librarians participating in
AGRINET constructed resource programs of knowledge extension. One of the programmes is the
Compounded Electronic Bibliographic Database. The knowledge from distance sources are shared
into the data layer to enrich the AGRINET Information System. Browsing services provided by the
AGRINET is composed of records over 10,000, utilized by the local and international researchers.
Through the Essential Electronic Agricultural Library (TEEAL) an On-line Database of Access to
Global Online Research in Agriculture (AGORA) provided by SLCARP permits free access to
Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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Food and Agriculture Organization at their premises. The Memorandum of Understanding between
the National Science Foundation (NSF) and SLCARP, the National Digitization Project was
initiated. SLCARP publications are open to information seekers digitally on the World Wide Web.
D-Space Open Source Digital Library Software is a virtual library space created to give open source
software access to institutional researchers to load out their outputs.

f) National INFORM Database

Collections of Actual data for the year 2013 were commenced and 18 databases (DEA, NARA,
IPHT, SRI, VRI, FD, NBG FCRDI, FRDI, ,GLORDC, PVIC, RARDC-AR, RARDC-MK,
RARDC-BN, RRDI, FRU, PGRC, NRMC,), out of 24 were collected for the year 2013. Data
processing of the year 2012 commenced. Draft of INFORM-2011 was prepared. INFORM 2010
was published

g) Committee on the Implementation of MSD circular No. 45

The Government of Sri Lanka has provided an incentive for the researchers for conducting valuable
research programmes and as a mechanism to encourage them to conduct highly innovative research
to meet the present demands as relevant to their fields of expertise. This is operational through
Management Services Department Circular 2/2014.In accordance with the Circular SLCARP has
the authority to approve the research allowance for the researchers in agriculture sector. In year
2014, 63 Researchers were given approval for the Research allowance, however 12 applications
could not be recommended for the payment of the research allowance.

Mr. Prabath Wimal Kumara
Secretary / Director
Sri Lanka Council of Agricultural Research Policy
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ACHIEVEMENT OF SLCARP 2014

International Agricultural Research Symposium

Inauguration ceremony of the International Agricultural Research Symposium

The Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy (SLCARP) organized the first ever
International Agricultural Research Symposium on 11-12 August 2014 at the Sri Lanka Foundation,
Colombo, Sri Lanka. This symposium was organized to act as a vibrant platform for scientists of
various countries to exchange their research achievements to enrich their knowledge to face the
challenges of food and nutrition security and environmental changers.

This conference attracted large number of submissions from around the world, where 180 abstracts
were submitted and 128 were selected for presentation at the two day symposium. The accepted
abstracts were lined up under the ten thematic areas namely Crop Production Technologies, Crop
Improvement & Biotechnology, Plant Protection, Socio-Economic Studies, Floriculture and AgroForestry, Agricultural Machinery and Post Harvest Technology, Food Science and Technology,
Natural Resources Management. Dr. R. S. Paroda, Executive Director of the Asian Pacific
Association of Agricultural Research Institute (APAARI), graced the symposium as the chief guest,
several distinguished higher officials, scientists, policy makers and private sector representatives
attended this event. On the whole, the symposium was attended by about 400 participants. The
International Agricultural Research Symposium concluded successfully due to the active
involvement of the organizing committee, editorial board, Dr Frank Niranjan, Senior Scientist and
Coordinator.
Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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National Awards of SLCARP for Excellence in Agricultural Research 2014

Group photograph of the award winning researchers with His Excellency Mahinda Rajapakse, The President
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, the Honorable Minister of Agriculture, Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and the SLCARP officers

SLCARP formulated a National Awards Scheme for outstanding achievements in agricultural
research to encourage and motivate agricultural scientists towards achieving high standards of
scientific research. Under this Scheme, the most outstanding Research and five other research
projects were selected in appreciation of contribution to the agriculture sector. National Awards for
them were presented in year 2014 by His Excellency Mahinda Rajapakse, President of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka at the BMICH. The most outstanding research was
selected for the research conducted on “Characterization, Classification and Mapping of Dry Zone
Soils of Sri Lanka for Sustainable Land and Water Management”, by Professor Ranjith Mapa,
University of Peradeniya and his team.

Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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Training Program on Developing Research Capacity of the Agricultural Scientists to
Formulate Evidence based Policy 15th December 2014

The Resources persons and participants at the training programme
The Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy (SLCARP) organized Training Program on
Developing Research Capacity of the Agricultural Scientists to Formulate Evidence based Policy on
15th December 2014. The objective of the program was to disseminate knowledge and skills gained
from the Training Programme on Developing Research Capacity for Sustainable Development in
Sri Lanka: Bridging Research and Policy of the Australia Awards Fellowship Program for Senior
Government Servants of Sri Lanka by the Faculty of the Business and Economics of the Monash
University, Australia from 1st September to 7th November 2014. The Resources persons were Prof.
Chandrakumara, Senior Lecturer, Department of Economics, Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, University of Sri Jayawardenapura, Dr. Kumudinei Dissanayake, Senior Lecturer/Head,
Department of Management and Organization Studies and Mrs. Kanchana Wijayawardena,
Lecturer, Department of Human Resource Management, Faculty of Management and Finance,
University of Colombo; Mrs. B A D S Bamunuarachchi, Research Officer and Mr. Duminda
Priyadarshana, Research Officer, Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research and Training Institute;
Dr. Frank Niranjan, Senior Scientist and Dr. S M P C Padmini, Senior Research Officer, SLCARP.
There were about 40 scientists from National Agricultural Research Institutes (NARS) at this
program. This program was chaired by Dr. J D Samarasinghe, Chairman, SLCARP with the
participation of Mr. E M Abhayaratne, Director, HARTI and Mr. J K M D Chandrasiri, Deputy
Director Research at HARTI.
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7th National Symposium of Floriculture Research –2014 (NASFLOR-2014)

Dr.
P.
Kuruppuarachchi,
FAO
Representative, Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, was the
Chief Guest of the Symposium address the
gathering.

Dr. Jayantha Samarasinghe, Chairman,
Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural
Research Policy (SLCARP) welcomed all
the participants in the Symposium

Seventh National Symposium on Floriculture Research 2014 (NaSFLOR-2014) was jointly
organized by the National Committee on Floriculture Research and Development of SLCARP and
Department of National Botanic Gardens, on 19th December 2014 at the Auditorium, Royal Botanic
Gardens, Peradeniya. Dr. Jayantha Samarasinghe, Chairman, SLCARP welcomed all the
participants of the Symposium. He outlined the national goals of the floriculture sector in the
country and the assistance rendered by SLCARP to the development of this industry. Dr. D. S. A.
Wijesundara, Director General, Department of National Botanic Gardens, highlighted the objectives
of the Seventh National Symposium on Floriculture Research and National Research Priorities in
this sector. Dr. W. D. A. Wijesinghe, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Botanic Gardens and
Recreations informed the present trends of Floriculture Sector in the country and opportunities of
the sector,

Dr. P. Kuruppuarachchi, FAO Representative, Food and Agriculture Organization of

the United Nations was the Chief Guest of the Symposium. He highly appreciated the participation
of growers and researchers in the Symposium. He also highlighted the Importance of the
Floriculture Sector

to poverty elevation, use of flower for a happy life. Highlights of the

Symposium were presented by Dr. S. A. Krishnarajah, Deputy Director (Floriculture), Department
of National Botanic Gardens. Dr. S.M.P. Chandra Padmini, Senior Research Officer / Coordinator
of National Committee on Floriculture Research and development of SLCARP thanked all
researchers, policy makers, growers and officials for their assistance in various ways to make the
Symposium on Floriculture Research 2014 a success
Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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Physical Monitoring of NARP Research Projects

Development of an efficient nutrient package
for pineapple (Ananas comosus) grown in Sri
Lanka

Development of high yielding, good
quality Bean varieties with conventional
and molecular breeding techniques

Improve productivity of seed potato through
introduction of efficient nutrient management
and virus detection system
Phase II

Improvement of seed potato production
technology

National Agricultural Research plan was prepared in accordance with the priority areas identified in
the Mahinda Chinthana- the vision for the future and research priorities identified by the National
committees. The SLCARP has recommended 67 national important agricultural research projects
from the National Agricultural Research System (NARS) and National University System (NUS).
Progress of those projects were monitored by national committees and reported to the Ministry of
Agriculture and to the General Treasury. The team of experts appointed by the SLCARP evaluate
the progress of these research projects and identify the constrains in the research fields of the NARS
and NUS while doing the physical monitoring,
Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy
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Achievements of the Staff
Publications:

Niranjan, Frank; N P C Uddika; M C S Bantilan and N P Singh (2014) Assessing Agricultural
Vulnerability to Climate Change in Sri Lanka: Application of the IPCC Method, Proceedings of the
International Conference of Agricultural Sciences, Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, Sabaragamuwa
University of Sri Lanka

Niranjan, Frank; N P C Uddika; M C S Bantilan and N P Singh (2014) Assessing Agricultural
Vulnerability to Climate Change in Sri Lanka, Book of Abstracts, SLCARP International
Agricultural Research Symposium 2014, Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy,
Ministry of Agriculture, Colombo, Sri Lanka (Abstract)

Niranjan, Frank (2014) Potential of Agri-Tourism in Rubber Plantations in Kalutara District of Sri
Lanka, Department of Management, Monash University, Australia

Padmini, S.M.P.C. (2014). Development of Floricultural Supporting Network for Women Growers:
in Sri Lanka, Abstracts, National Symposium on Floriculture Research, Department of National
Botanic Gardens, Sri Lanka: 6.

Padmini, S.M.P.C. (2014). Cut flower production, SL Magazine, Department of Information, Sri
Lanka. : 22-27.

Thillakawardena, T.U., Girihagama, P. C. and Padmini, S. M. P. C. (2014). Government Investment
on Agricultural Research in Sri Lanka Implemented by the Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural
Research Policy : A Review of Research Funding, Book of Abstracts, SLCARP International
Agricultural Research Symposium 2014, Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy, Sri
Lanka: 79.
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Participation of Seminars and Conferences:

No.

Name & Post

Seminars / Conferences

Country

Period

Dr. (Mrs.) T
Thillakewardane
Senior Scientist

International Training
At NAARM,
Programme on ‘Agricultural
Hyderbad,
Research Management’
India
For the Scientists of Sri Lanka
Council for Agricultural
Research Policy (SLCARP)

22nd – 31st
December
2014

Dr. (Mrs.)P H A P C
Girihagama
Senior Scientist

International Training
At NAARM,
Programme on ‘Agricultural
Hyderbad,
Research Management’
India
For the Scientists of Sri Lanka
Council for Agricultural
Research Policy (SLCARP)

22nd – 31st
December
2014

Dr.(Mrs. ) N S Jayasekara
Senior Scientist

International Training
At NAARM,
Programme on ‘Agricultural
Hyderbad,
Research Management’
India
For the Scientists of Sri Lanka
Council for Agricultural
Research Policy (SLCARP)

22nd – 31st
December
2014

4

Mr. Prabath Wimal
Kumara
Director

Expert Consultation on
Assuring Food Safety in Asia
Pacific

02nd - 09th
August 2014

5

Dr. S K D F Felix Niranjan
Senior Scientist

Australian Awards Fellowship Monash
(AAF)
University ,
Melbourne,
Australia

1

2

3

Tsukuba,
Japan

Develop Report Writing and
Publication Skills of Senior
Public Officer /Researchers of
Sri Lanka
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1st
September –
07th
November
2014,

6

Dr. (Mrs.)S M P C
Padmini
Senior Research Office

Australian Awards
Fellowship (AAF)
Develop Report Writing
and Publication Skills of
Senior Public Officer
/Researchers of Sri Lanka

Monash
University ,
Melbourne,
Australia

1st
September –
07th
November
2014,

7

Dr. (Mrs.) Shanika
Jayasekara
Senior Scientist

12th Asian Maize
Conference & Expert
Consultation on Maize for
Food, Feed Nutrition and
environmental Security

Bangkok,
Thailand

29th October
02nd
November
2014

8

Mr. Prabath Wimal
Kumara
Director

12th Asian Maize
Conference & Expert
Consultation on Maize for
Food, Feed Nutrition and
environmental Security

Bangkok,
Thailand

30th October
05th
November
2014,

SLCARP Publications

INFORM 2010 was compiled by the Sri Lanka Council for
Agricultural Research Policy and this publication provides
information for Agricultural Research Managers (INFORM)
in the National Agricultural Research System of the Sri
Lanka. The publication contains overview of research
expenditure, personal and projects in the National Agricultural
Research

System

(NARS),

Graphical

Illustrations

of

INFORM, Directory of Research Personnel and Directory of
Research Projects. .
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The book of Abstracts was published by the Sri Lanka Council for
Agricultural Research Policy in the international Research
Symposium 2014. The conference has attracted large number of
submissions from national and international researchers. The
accepted abstracts have been lined up in ten thematic areas and
published in the abstracts book. All the abstracts were presented in
the Symposium. The thematic areas of the Symposium were as
follows; Crop production Technologies, Crop Improvement and
Bio Technology, Plant Protection, Socio Economic Studies,
Floriculture and Agro Forestry, Agricultural Machinery and Post
Harvest Technology, Food Science and Technology, Natural

Seventh National Symposium on Floriculture Research 2014
(NaSFLOR-2014) was jointly organized by the National
Committee on Floriculture Research and Development of
SLCARP and Department of National Botanic Gardens, on 19th
December 2014.

Floriculture related research abstracts were

presented in the Symposium and published in the book of
Abstracts 2014 NASFLOR.
Annual Report 2011 was compiled by the Sri Lanka Council for
Agricultural Research Policy and this publication provides
financial and physical performances of the institute

Annual Report 2012 was compiled by the Sri Lanka Council
for Agricultural Research Policy and this publication provides
financial and physical performances of the institute
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LIBRARY/AGRICULTURAL INFORMATION NETWORK (AGRINET) 2014

CARP Library is the focal point for the Agricultural Information Network (AGRINET), providing
scientific and technical information to the scientists, academics, private industry and NGOs.

Vision: To be a network of excellence providing and promoting the use of agriculture and
agriculture related information for the socio-economic development of Sri Lanka.

Mission: To improve capacity of agricultural libraries for speedy access, exchange and delivery of
information required by agricultural scientists in the country through collaborative programs.

There are 26 libraries are members of this network (agricultural research institutes and agricultural
faculties of universities.). AGRINET conduct several resource sharing activities to satisfy the
information needs of agricultural scientists and technologists.

AGRINET Advisory Committee Meetings

Two AGRINET Advisory Committee meetings were held during the year. The memberships of the
Committee are given below.

Ms I Mudannayake

- Senior Assistant Librarian, Postgraduate Institute of Agriculture
(Chairperson)

Ms P A S F Perera

- Head/National Science Library & Resources Centre, NSF

Mr. S U Amarasinghe

- Librarian, Rubber Research Institute

Ms C Dabare

- Senior Librarian, Central Environment Authority

Ms B G S Kariyawasam

- Chief Librarian, National Aquatic Resources Research &
Development Agency

Ms T I I Pieris

- Librarian/Information Officer, CARP (Coordinator)

.
Compilation of Electronic databases
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National Agricultural Bibliography (NAB)

Sri Lanka National Agricultural bibliography gives information on agricultural documents
generated in Sri Lanka or written by Sri Lankan. This bibliography is updated annually. This
database contains 10677 records.

Selective Dissemination of Contents Pages (SDCP) Service

SDCP database contains the title of the international journals which are acquired on
subscription basis or on exchange by AGRINET member libraries. It is updated annually and
at present contains 313 journals. The list of journals in AGRINET for 2014 was prepared
using this information.

Information Retrieval from Electronic databases and Internet

During the year Nos. 25 searches have been made from available CABI CD databases/TEEAL and
from bibliographies for the scientists in NARS on their request.

Information retrieval was done from internet and downloaded ninety eight (98) articles on the
request of scientists.

On-Line Database – AGORA

AGORA online database facilitate to obtain digital scholarly articles in the fields of food,
agriculture, environmental science and related social sciences. Our Scientists /Academics
/university students can access to this site.

CARP has downloaded (141) articles from this database on the request of scientists/University
students.
Printing of National Agricultural Bibliography Vols. 6-9 (2003-2007)
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The above bibliographic database is prepared as a word document to publish it. This publication
contains list of references (3339), author index and keyword index.

The locations of the articles are included in these entries.

Open Access to Bibliographic databases

The following bibliographic databases were converted to word documents and prepared as
publications to upload the CARP library server.

*Bibliography on Papaw

*Bibliography on drought
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STAFF OF THE SLCARP
Approved carder for the SLCARP is 31 and existing carder in 2014 is 24. The Posts fall in
vacant were; Deputy Director Research Mgt. (01 post), Research Officer (01 post),
Management Assistant (03 posts), Driver (01 post) and an Office Aide.
Staff status as at 31st December 2014, at the Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research
Policy is as follows:

Chairman
Dr. J. D. Samarasinghe

BA, M.Phil, M.Sc. (UK), PhD. (UK)

Senior Manager
Mr. Prabath Wimal Kumara

B.A., M.A.

Secretary/Director

Dr. T. U. Thilakawardana

M.Sc. (Agric.), Ph.D.

Senior Scientist

Dr. Frank Niranjan

B.Sc. (Agric.), Ph.D.

Senior Scientist

Dr. P. H. A. P. C. Girihagama

B.Sc. (Agric.), Ph.D.

Senior Scientist

Dr. N. S. Jayasekara

B.Sc. (Sci.), Ph.D.

Senior Scientist

Manager
Dr. S. M. P. C. Padmini

B.Sc. (Agric.), Ph.D.

Senior Research Officer

Mr. W. M. D. B. Abeyratne PG. Dip. In (Acc. & Finc. Mgt.), Dip. In Hum. Right
(University of Peradeniya), HNDA, AAT, ACMA, ACPM,
ICASL –Inter mediate, Sri Lanka, FIAB, IFA – London
Accountant
*Ms. T. I. I. Peiris

ASLLA

Librarian/
Information Officer (*Personalized)

Junior Manager
Ms. C. Daulagala

B.Sc., M.Sc. (Agric.)

Research Officer

Mr. S. Dissanayake

B.Sc. (Agric.)

Research Officer

Mrs. D. Chethika

B.Sc. (Agric.)
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Administration Officer

Management Assistant (Non-Tec)

Mrs. N. M. Withanachchi

Management Assistant

Mrs. H. H. Batagoda

-do-

Mrs. G. L. Nawalage

-do-

Ms. N. B. S. Dharshani

-do-

Mrs. G. A. P. K. Dissanayake

-do-

Ms. A. B. Anjalee

-do-

Mr. K. G. S. C. Wanigasekara

-do-

Ms. A. P. M. D. K. Samarajewa,

-do-

Mr. R. P. N. B. Premathilaka,

-do-

Skilled
Mr. S. K. R. K. Jayasuriya

-do-

Mr. D. G. A. S. Dassanayake

-do-

Unskilled
Mr. N. A. K. Weerakkody

Office Aide

Mr. E. A. L. S. Shantha

-do-
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Replies to the matters indicated in the final Audit Report prepared by the
Auditor General on the financial statements of the Sri Lanka Council for
Agriculture Research Policy for the year ended 31st December, 2014 in
terms of the section 14(2)(c) of the Financial Act No.38 of 1971 and sent
the same by him

1.2

Responsibility of the Management on Financial Statements
The matters indicated in audit query are accepted.

1.3

Audit Responsibility
It is agreed.

1.4

Base of Audit Opinion
It is agreed.

2.

Financial Statements

2.1

Audit Opinion
It is agreed.

2.2

Comments on Financial Statements

2.2.1 Sri Lanka Public Sector Accounting Standards
Sri Lanka Public Sector Accounting Standard No.01
Action has been taken to include the details in financial statements in future
according to this accounting standard.
2.2.2 Non Evidence for Audit
(a)

The approval from the Hon. Prime Minister has been obtained for participatingat
the World Summit on Climatic Changes held in France from 25.09.2013 to
28.09.2013. 3,150 US dolor has been given for this visit. This is Rs.425, 525.62in
value of Sri Lankan money. A copy of the receipt issued in this regard from the
Bank of Ceylon Branch at Independent Square. The staff has been instructed by
circulating an internal circular to act according to the provisions in Chapter XV of
the Establishment Code in order to avoid occurring this sort of shortcoming in
future.

2.3

Receivable and Payable Accounts

(a)

The advance received for research activities under the competitive agreement
entered and terminated as at 31st December 2010 has not been settled so far. A
further action is being taken in this regard in terms of FR 104 by appointing a
committee on inquiry. A report in this regard will be submitted within 03 months
of period.

(b)

Necessary action is being taken to write off these accounts by obtaining due
approvals from the Ministry Secretary and the Council in this regard. The said
tasks will be completed before 30.04.2016.

2.4

Non-compliance with laws, regulations and management decisions

(a)

Section 4.1
Action has been taken to make appointments of the new board members in due
manner.

(b)

Sections 4.1 and 4.3 of Chapter XV
These officers have reported to their work again. The staff has been instructed
by circulating an internal circular to act according to the provisions in Chapter XV
of the Establishment Code in order to avoid the occurring this sort of
weaknessesin administration in future which have already occurred .

(c)

Financial Regulations of the Democratic Socialistic Republic of Sri Lanka

I

Financial regulation No.155
The Council had not been in operation from January to October of this year.
Therefore, this shortcoming has occurred. Replies for all audit queries have
already been sent in year 2014.

ii

Financial Regulation No.371
The relevant officers have been instructed that the payment should be made
beyond the limit of apt interim imprest and small imprest. Necessary action will
be taken to avoid the occurring this sort of shortcoming in future.

iii

Financial Regulation No.757 (2) and (4)
Necessary arrangements have been made for submission of the report on board
of survey to the Department of Auditor General before 31.03.2016 completing
such report.

(d)

Government Budget Circular No. 150 dated 07th December, 2010
Action has been taken to rectify the matter indicated. The cab registered
underWPPC 3499 is being used as a pool vehicle from 18.12.2015.

2.5

The Transactions not Confirmed by Sufficient Authority
It is kindly informed that the necessary action would be taken to obtain approval
from the Treasury in this regard.

3.

Financial Review

3.1

Financial Results
It is agreed.

4

Operational Review

4.1

Inefficiency in Management

(a)

An inquiry regarding computer hardware and software is carried out by Mr. P.L.
Namasena, Internal Auditor of the Ministry of Agriculture. A request letter sent
to Mr. P.L. Namasena asking him to pay attention on the matters indicated
herein.

(b)

Action has been taken to rectify this. A specimen form has been circulated
among the staff in order to prepare the sufficient budget and submit. This issue
can be avoided through this method.

4.2

Inefficiency in Operational Activities

(a)

Some books were printed in 2013 and 2014under 10 topics for distribution in
agricultural division. 200 books out of them have been kept in this Council. All
other books have already been distributed.

(b)

150books and 100 CDs prepared and published under the heading of Reflection
on SLCARP 25thAnniversary 1987-2012 have been kept in this Council. All other
books have already been distributed.

(c)

The Ministry of Agriculture has been informed about this matter. The engine of
the cab bearing registered No. WPPD 6401 was repaired and now is in good
condition. An inquiry in this regard is being carried by the Presidential Inquiry
Commission. The necessary information has been provided for this inquiry. It is
further kindly informed that the due repairs have been done by the recognized
companies of these vehicles.

(d)

It is kindly informed that the necessary action would be taken to avoid the frauds
/misuses indicated as in the audit and to include actual stocks in the relevant
final accounts by notifying the relevant officers to do accounting as per the
annual physical stock verification.

4.3

Cadre Position
The advertisements calling applications published in newspapers on 23, 26 of
November, 2014 for filling the existing vacancies are in contradiction. Therefore,
suchapplications were withdrawn later. Advertisements on recruitment to the
existing vacancies were published in Dinamina, Thinakaran and Daily News on

12.02.2016 and process of calling applications has already been completed.
Arrangements have been made to recruit these applicants by conducting a
structural interview.
5.

Accountings and Good Governance

5.1

Submission of Financial Statements
Necessary steps havealready been taken to avoid the delay in preparation and
submission of the financial statements. It is also kindly informed that the
necessary action would be taken for updating of the accounts from year 2016
and submission of accounts for 2016 within the particular period in year 2017.

5.2

Budgetary Control
The reason for the difference between the budget on capital expenditure and
the actual budget of the Council is that such budgets are becoming subject to the
revision based on the unavoidable circumstances occur in implementation of the
scheduled programs. It is kindly informed that the necessary action would be
taken to apply the budget in future as an effective control of management.

6.

Systems and Controls
Relevant guidelines and instructions have been provided to carry out these
matters in a proper way by introducing a good system of governance. Awareness
programs for the officers also have been conducted.

Dr. S.D.G. Jayawardena
Chairman

Annex 1

Sri Lanka Council for Agriculture Research Policy
Performance Report of the Council

•

Agricultural scientists were given awards in 2014 for their successful achievements in
agriculture research sector in order to encourage the experts in agriculture.

•

The first international agriculture symposium of the Sri Lanka Council for Agriculture
Research Policy was conducted during 11-12 of August 2014 at Sri Lanka Foundation.

•

This Council has been able to recommend further 36 new projects under National
Agriculture Research Plan including 31 projects which have already been implemented
since year 2011.

•

The workshops conducted:
In order to formulate policies, this Council had arranged a training program on
the 15th of December 2014 with a view of improving the capacity of agricultural
scientists.
The 7th symposium on national flower culture (NaSFLOR) was held. With this, all
experts, growers and exporters were given opportunity for them to acquire new
knowledge and share their experience for the improvement in their relevant
sectors.

The actions taken to rectify the shortcomings which had been indicated in audit inquires and
audit reports
• The staff has been instructed to act according to the provisions available in the Chapter
XV of the Establishment Code when the officers are sent for foreign training programs.
• The cab provided to other government institution by this Council was taken back.
• Actions are being taken to fill the existingvacancies on the cadre.
The Mid-term Actions which have been proposed to take for improving the performance of
the Council
Action was taken to formulate necessary national policies and to encourage experts in
agriculture in order to implement the agriculture research sector and national agriculture
research plan.

