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VISION 

 

 

 

 

MISSION 

 

 

 

 

GOALS 

 

Goal 1: To orient agriculture research, development and innovation to national development 

goals 

Goal 2: Promote capacity development in the National Agriculture Research System (NARS) 

Goal 3: Achieve world class research, development and innovation status 

Goal 4: Promote continuous performance appraisal in line agencies 

Goal 5: Promote dissemination and awareness creation of the national agriculture research,  

 Development and innovations   

Goal 6: Strengthen institutional capacity of Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy  

            (SLCARP) in order to NARS  

A vibrant and sustainable agricultural research, development and 

innovation system assuring socio-economic development of  

Sri Lanka  

To ensure agricultural research, development and innovations 

are directed towards national development goals through policy 

formulation, facilitation, coordination, monitoring and 

evaluation, and impact assessment. 
 



Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy  

4 

 

 

 

 

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE SLCARP 

 

1. To achieve  excellence  in the  agriculture research, development and innovation 

2. To orient  agriculture research and innovation to achieve  national development agenda 

3. To develop capacity of the National Agriculture Research and Innovation System (Scientific 

and  Technical ) 

4. To promote demand driven research of high standards to support agriculture developments. 

5. To promote international, regional and national level corporation, in order to achieve world 

class research, development and innovation 

6. To monitor and  evaluate progress of national research, development and innovation 

programs and institutions 

7. To promote  dissemination and  awareness of the national agriculture research, development 

and innovation programs 

8. To strengthen institutional capacity of the SLCARP in order to achieve National 

Development Agenda 
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MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 2021 

 

1. Prof. Gamini Senanayake, Chairman, Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy  

 

2. Dr. S H S Ajantha de Silva, Additional Secretary (Agri Technology), Ministry of 

Agriculture till 17.08.2021 

 

3. Dr. Gamini Samarasingh, Additional Secretary (Agri Technology), Ministry of 

Agriculture  from 11.10.2021 

 

4. Mr. P.G.S.H Kumara, Deputy Director, Department of Project Management & 

Monitoring, Ministry of Finance  till 20.07.2021 

 

5. Mrs. H.G.V.K.T Gunawardana, Assistant Director, Department of National Planning, 

Ministry of Finance from 24.09.2021 

 

6. Dr. W M W Weerakoon, Director General, Department of Agriculture till 21.09.2021 

 

7. Dr. S H S Ajantha de Silva, Director General, Department of Agriculture, from 

16.09.2021 

 

8. Dr. K M A Bandara, Additional Conservator General of Forest (Research, Education & 

Development), Department of Forest till 15.06.2021 

 

9. Mrs. Deepani Alawathugoda, Additional Conservator General of Forest (Research, 

Education & Development), Department of Forest from 25.10.2021 

 

10. Dr.  H M P Kithsiri, Director General, National Aquatic Resources Research and 

Development Agency  

 

11. Dr. (Mrs.) G A Gunawardena, Deputy Director (Veterinary Research), Veterinary 

Research Institute, Gannoruwa,  

 

12. Mr. Chitharal Jayawardena, Economist, Sri Lanka Ports Authority 

 

13. Dr.  L S K Hettiarachchi, Director, Tea Research Institute 

 

14. Ms. J.M.T Jayasundara, Additional Secretary,  Ministry of Plantation  

 

15. Prof Ranjith Senarathne. Chairman, National Science Foundation 

 

16. Mr. Anura Weerakoon, Chairman / Managing Director, Agro Culture Trends Pvt. Ltd. 

 

17. Mr. Prabath Wimal Kumara, Secretary / Director, Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural 

Research Policy  
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1 Porf. Gamini Senanayake P P P P P P P P P P P P 

2 Mr. Prabath Wimal Kumara 
P P P P P P P P P P P P 

3 Dr. K.M.A Bandara 
A A A A E E X X X X X X 

4 Dr. G.A Gunawardena 
P P P P P P P P P P P P 

5 Dr. W.M.W Weerakoon 
A P A A E P A E X X X X 

6 Dr. H.M.P Kithsiri 
P P P P P P P P P P P P 

7 Mr. P.G.S.H Kumara 
P P P P P E X X X X X X 

8 Dr. S.H.S Ajantha De Silva 
P P P P P P P P P P P P 

9 Mr. Chitharal Jayawardena 
P P P P P P P P P E P P 

10 Dr. L.S.K Hettiarachchi 
A A P P E P P P P P E P 

11 Ms. J.M.T Jayasundara 
P P P P E P A P P P P P 

12 
Prof. Ranjith Senaratne 

P A P A E E A P E P E A 

13 Mr.Aruna Weerakoon 
P P P P P P P E E P P P 

14 Mrs. H.G.V.K.T Gunawardana 
X X X X X X P P P P P P 

15 Dr. W.L.G Samarasinghe 
X X X X X X X X X P P P 

16 Mrs. Deepani Alawathugoda 
X X X X X X X X X X P A 

              

 

E = Excused, A =  Absent, P =  Present,  

 X = Not appointed to the Board of the Council 
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COUNCIL MEETINGS 2021 

 

During the year 2021, total of twelve Council meetings were held. Prof. Gamini Senanayake was 

the Chairman of the Council during the year 2021.  Mr. Prabath Wimal Kumara served as the 

Secretary / Director of the Council in the year 2021. 

  

AUDIT AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE-2021 

 

During the year 2021total of three Audit and Management Committee (AMC) meetings were 

held at the SLCARP to discuss Finance and Administrative matters.  

 

 

Name 

Institute  62 Meeting  

- 

16.02.2021 

63 Meeting 

(20.07.2021) 

64 Meeting 

(09.12.2021) 

Mr. P G S H Kumara 

(Chairman) 

Deputy Director, 

Department of 

Project Management 

& Monitoring, 

Ministry of Finance 

Economy & Policy 

Development 

present X X 

Mrs. H.G.V.K.T 

Gunawardana 

(Chairperson) 

Assistant Director, 

Department of 

National Planning, 

Ministry of Finance 

 

X present present 

Dr. S H S Ajantha De 

Silva 

Additional Secretary, 

Ministry of 

Agriculture 

present present present 

Dr H M P Kithsiri 

Director General, 

NARA 

present present present 

Ms. W S 

Bopagamage 

Audit Superintendent, 

Agriculture, Agrarian 

Board 

present present present 

Mr. U S L Kumara 

Internal Auditor, 

Ministry of 

Agriculture,  

present X present 

Mr E W P K 

Priyadarshana 

Internal Auditor, 

Ministry of Agriculture 

X present present 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy (SLCARP) was established on 22
nd

 

December, 1987 under the Ministry of Agriculture with the enactment of the SLCARP Act No 

47 of 1987. Since then, SLCARP has been actively engaged in research management, supporting 

agricultural research in the National Agricultural Research System (NARS). Among its 

mandated functions, the primary responsibility of SLCARP is to develop policies and strategies 

to strengthen research and development in the agricultural research sector by creating conducive 

environment to conduct agricultural research in the NARS. Agricultural Research Management 

is also one of the main mandatory function of the SLCARP. The main functions of the SLCARP 

is  to identify research priority areas, facilitate interaction through sharing of information on the 

respective fields, resolve constraints confronted in research and play a role in enhancing the 

activities of the respective committees. At present there are Six National Sector Committees 

established by the Council: 

 

National Committee on Food Crop Sector (NCFCS), 

National Committee on Plantations Crops Sector (NCPS),   

National Committee on Floriculture Sector (NCFLS),  

National Committee on Forestry Sector (NCFS),  

National Committee on Fisheries & Aquatic Resources Sector (NCFARS), 

National Committee on Livestock & Poultry Sector (NCLPS), 

 

In addition, special scientific committees were appointed for specific scientific services such as;  

i. Editorial Board of Sri Lanka Journal of Food and Agriculture,  

ii. Sub committees on Research Allowance 
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MANDATED FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL 

 

1. To advise the Government on all matters regarding the organization, co-ordination, planning 

and execution of  agricultural  research and such other related matters as may be referred to it 

by the Minister ; 

2. To formulate national agricultural research policy and priorities; 

3. To define the overall aims and scope of agricultural research with a view to furthering 

national development objectives ; 

4. To make recommendations to the  appropriate  authorities on the financial, manpower and 

physical resources required by agricultural research institutions  and establishments  and on 

the terms and conditions of service of the staff of such institutions and establishments; 

5. To review institutional and departmental agricultural research programs and make 

recommendations with regard to their priorities and funding to the Ministry of the Minister  

in charge of the subject of Finance and Planning; 

6. To promote and facilitate excellence in agricultural research; 

7. To act as a channel of communication between agricultural research institutions and the 

Government; 

8. To arrange for and fund inter-institutional agricultural research projects; 

9. To arrange for and fund special scientific services for services for the entire agricultural 

research sector; 

10. To promote linkage between agricultural research institutions at national and international 

level; 

11. To organize conferences and seminars on international,  national and inter-institutional  

issues relating to agricultural research; 

12. To arrange the post-graduate training of   agricultural  research staff and for interchange  of   

scientists with recognized research institutions abroad; and 

13. To review the performance of agricultural research projects, institutions and divisions from 

time to time. 
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REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 

 

The Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy (SLCARP) is the apex organization in 

the National Agricultural Research System (NARS) and mandated to fund research for new 

technology development, and innovation for the socioeconomic advancement of the country. 

SLCARP has made a great contribution to the development of the country through a variety of 

initiatives, such as the funding and monitoring of research projects, reviewing of Agricultural 

Research Institutes, and the human resources capacity building.   

To assess the research output of the National Agricultural Research System (NARS) institutions, 

the Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy (SLCARP) is mandated to conduct 

external reviews. The main goals of these external evaluations are to assess performance, 

identify best practices, encourage continual development, and instill a research culture within 

NARS. Structured guidelines for the External Review of the Institutes were developed in 2021 

by an expert committee established by the council. The expert committee introduced new scoring 

system to evaluate the NARS institutes.  

The COVID-19 pandemic outbreak badly affected the regular functions of the institute in year 

2021.  It also had a negative impact on the economy, society, research functions of the NARS. 

However even with those instabilities SLCARP continue her duties and arranged many services 

to scientists in the NARS. The COVID 19 pandemic was badly effect to the SLCARP capacity 

building programme as well. Many scholars could not complete their studies within given period. 

The study periods were extended to the scholars who were already reading post graduate degrees 

in foreign Universities for successful completion of the degree. Special Cabinet approval was 

obtained for the six scholars to start their degree who could not start their PG degrees due the 

COVID 19 pandemic. Due to the crisis situation of the country, local post graduate training 

programme was started to develop human resources capacity of the scientist in the NARS, and 

seven researchers were selected from Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research Institute and 

Veterinary Research Institute.  
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During this year, 105 Research Concept Papers were collected from National Agricultural 

Research System and National University System to consider for calling project proposals for 

funding under the NARP for year 2022. These concept papers were evaluated and short listed by 

SLCARP Research Management Staff and proposals were called from applicants of selected 

concept papers. The selected concept papers were categorized as follows; organic fertilizer 

related 33, organic pesticide related 19 and other 55. 

 

As per the recommendation made by the External Review Committee of SLCARP, six National 

sector committees were formed instead of the disciplinary wise National committees. These 

newly formed Six Committees were National Committee on Food Crop Sector, Plantation Crop 

Sector, Floriculture Sector, Forestry Sector, Livestock & Poultry and Fisheries & Aquatic 

Resources. The members to these National Sector Committees were appointed considering their 

expertise/experience on relevant sector representing the National Agricultural Research System, 

National University System and Private Sector. The council member representing each sector 

was appointed as the Chairman/Chairperson of each Sector Committee. Inception meeting was 

held with all Chairmen/Chair persons of all sectors. At this meeting the TOR of the National 

Sector Committees was discussed and finalized. Due pandemic situation all meetings, workshops 

were conducted through online. 

 

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to each and every member of the council for 

successfully administering the institute during this crucial time. I sincerely thank the 

Secretary/Director, Deputy Director of Research Management, Senior Scientists, Research 

Officers, Assistant Director of Administration, Accountant, and the rest of the employees for 

their dedication and good work in carrying out their responsibilities. 

 

Prof. Gamini Senanayake 

Chairman,  

Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 

 

With the provision of the Act No. 47 of 1987 commissioned Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural 

Research Policy (SLCARP) to promote and enable excellence in agricultural research within the 

National Agricultural Research System as well as coordinate research and human resource 

development (NARS). Since then, the SLCARP has been actively supporting NARS, including 

research funds and initiatives for the development of NARS scientists' human resources. The 

main functions of the SLCARP are identification of research policies and research priority areas, 

to uplift the agriculture sector in the country.  In the year 2021, Six National Sector Committees 

was established by the Council with the experts of the agriculture sector and Chairman of the 

each committees was represented by the council member respectively.  During the year 2021, 

National Sector Committees were operated though the virtual meetings to discuss Term of 

reference (TOR) of the committee and national research priorities.  The Committees evaluated 

105 NARP concept papers in 2021 and proposals were called for NARP program 2022. Analysis 

of the Action Plans of all NARS Institutes in 2021 has revealed that all institutes compliance to 

the Research Priorities set by the SLCARP.  

 

As per the cabinet approval the capacity development program has continued in 2021 and three 

new scholars were registered for their post graduate degrees in Malaysia Puthra University.  

Seven scientists were selected for local post graduate trainings from the Veterinary Research 

Institute and the Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research and Training Institute.  

 

The SLCARP collects information on research personnel, research projects and recurrent 

research budget of previous year,  annually in electronic format from the 13 Research Institutions 

(Coconut Research Institute (CRI), Palmyrah Research Institute (PRI),  Rubber Research 

Institute(RRI), Sugarcane Research Institute (SRI), Tea Research Institute (TRI), Veterinary 

Research Institute (VRI), National Aquatic Resources Research & Development Agency 

(NARA), National Institute of Post-Harvest Management (NIPHM), Hector Kobbakaduwa 

Agrarian Research and Training Institute (HARTI),Department of National Botanic Gardens 

(DNBG), Forest Department (FD), Department of Export Agriculture (DEA) and Department of 

Agriculture (DOA) in the NARS including 19 sub institutions of DOA. During the 2021 

information were requested from 12 institutions of NARS including 19 sub institutions of DOA. 
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During the year 2021 thirty one database were expected and thirty were collected.  Database 

were processed and compiled for national database of year 2020, while granting online training 

for five new INFROM coordinators.   

 

The SLCARP is tasked with conducting external reviews to evaluate the research performance 

and output of the NARS institutions. The council-appointed expert committee constructed a 

novel grading methodology and an External Review Guidelines, to evaluate the NARS institutes 

under External Review Program in 2021. The Natural Resources Management Center (NRMC) 

and the Socio Economics and Planning Center (SEPC) of the Department of Agriculture were 

granted with the approval of the council to conduct external reviews in 2021. 

 

Finally, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Chairman, the Council Members, the 

AMC Members, all of the National Committee Members, and the staff of the SLCARP for their 

diligent efforts in assisting the organization in achieving its goals during the COVID 19 

pandemic situation in the year 2021. 

 

 

Prabath Wimal Kumara  

Secretary / Director 

Sri Lanka Council of Agricultural Research Policy 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE SLCARP IN 2021 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH POLICY FORMULATION 

 

Mandated Function Covered    

 To Advise the Govt. on all Matters Regarding the Organization, Coordination, Planning 

and Execution of Agricultural Research and Such Other Related Matters as may Referred 

by the Minister (1)        

 Formulation of National Agricultural Research Policy & Priorities (2) 

 Defining Overall Aims and Scope of Agricultural Research with a View to Furthering 

National Development Objectives (3) 

 To act as a channel of communication between agricultural research institutions and the 

Government (7) 

 Organize Conferences & Seminars on Inter-Institutional, National and International 

Issues Relating to Agricultural   Research (11) 

 

Analysis of Research Action Plans of 25 National Agricultural Research Institutes (NARIs) 

in 2021 

One of the most important mandated functions of SLCARP is collection and analysis of 

Research Action Plans of the National Agricultural Research System. Significant amount of 

Government funds are allocated annually to undertake research in 25 Research Institutes under 

five Ministries, covering Plantation, Food Crops, Fisheries & Aquatic Resources, Livestock & 

Poultry, Forestry and Floriculture Sectors.  Therefore it is very important to see whether these 

funds are allocated according to the National Research Priorities. Hence, these collected research 

Action Plans were analyzed to see whether research Action Plans are according to the National 

Research priorities identified by SLCARP.  Based on this analysis, status report is prepared and 

published as an electronic version annually. A status review report is published in printed version 

once in four years. In 2021 Action Plans collected from 25 intuitions.  
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National Agricultural Research Plan (NARP)  

 

National Agricultural Research Plan of Sri Lanka (NARP) is a program to provide funds to carry 

out Agriculture Research projects of the National Agricultural Research System (NARS) and 

National University System.  These projects are designed in accordance with the national priority 

areas identified by Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy for a particular period. 

Currently funds are provided to Department of Agriculture, Department of Export Agriculture 

and National Universities where agriculture related research are carried out. The projects are 

granted annually for a period of 1 to 3 years. Four main sub activities such as (1).Calling, 

Evaluation and selecting of Concept papers, (2). Calling proposals from the selected concept 

papers, Evaluation and Recommendation of those Research proposals for funding, (3). 

Monitoring of the Progress of the Research projects and (4). Evaluation of Terminal Reports are 

included in this NARP Program.  

 

Research Concept Papers were called first.  Then, evaluated it in-house to select the most 

suitable concept papers as per the selection criteria and ranked as per the selection marks, in 

order to call Research Proposals.  Then Research Proposals are called from the selected concept 

papers, these Proposals are evaluated by two external reviewers as per the evaluation criteria 

provided by SLCARP and comments of the reviewers were tabled to the relevant Sector 

Committee for final recommendation and to the Council for approval.  After having the Council 

Approval, these project Proposals are submitted to Treasury through the Ministry of Agriculture 

for funding. 

 

Management of ongoing projects is done by relevant officers of SLCARP throughout the year 

and Half Yearly Progress monitoring, annual On-site monitoring are done by relevant Committee 

members and SLCARP Officials. After completing the project, Terminal Reports prepared as per 

the guidelines provided by SLCARP are collected and evaluated by the External Reviewer  as 

per the evaluation criteria provided by SLCARP, tabled to the relevant Sector Committee for 

recommendation and Council for approval..  
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In 2021, 31 new projects were granted under this program (22 for DOA and 9 for National 

Universities) and total Number of 65 projects including new projects, conducted at DOA (47), 

DEA (4) and 14 from National Universities, were operated under the NARP program. Progress 

Reports for the   First Half Year were collected from DOA and DEA and First Half yearly 

progress monitoring of 37 projects were done by the relevant Committees /subcommittees via 

zoom facility. First Half Year progress reports were not collected from the universities as funds 

were available NUS project up to   June 2021. The first installment of the year 2021 funds were 

provided to them in June 2021. Eleven Terminal Reports were collected and 9 were sent to 

External Reviewers for evaluation.  

 

In 2021, 105 Concept Papers were collected from National Agricultural Research System and 

National University System (NUS) to consider for calling project proposals for funding under the 

NARP for the year 2022. These concept papers were evaluated and ranked by SLCARP 

Research Management Staff (RMS). Accordingly, 79 (DOA-19 & NUS-43) papers were selected 

for calling Proposals. Proposals were called from DOA from these selected concept papers. 

Since the unavailability of funds for year 2022 for the NUS, proposals were not called from 

National Universities for year 2022. 

 

National Sector Committees of SLCARP 

 

As per the recommendation made by the External Review Committee of SLCARP, six National 

Sector Committees were formed and the disciplinary wise 7 National committees on; 1. Crop 

Improvement & Agronomy, 2. Agricultural Biotechnology, 3. Plant Protection, 4. Natural 

Resources Management, Sustainable Agriculture and Climate Change, 5. Post-Harvest 

Technology & Human Nutrition, 6. Organic Agriculture and 7. Socio-Economic & Policy 

Analysis and 8. Agricultural mechanization and also 3 sector wise National committees on; 1. 

Floriculture, 2. Forestry, 3. Livestock & Poultry, and 4. Fisheries & Aquatic Resources were 

abolished.   

 

The Six Committees newly formed were National Committee on Food Crop Sector, Plantation 

Crop Sector, Floriculture Sector, Forestry Sector, Livestock & Poultry and Fisheries & Aquatic 
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Resources. These National Sector Committee members were appointed considering their 

expertise/experience on relevant sector representing the National Agricultural Research System,  

National University System and Private Sector. The council member representing each sector 

was appointed as the Chairman/Chairperson of each Sector Committee. Inception meeting was 

held with all Chairmen/Chair persons of all sectors. At this meeting the Terms of Reference 

(TOR) was discussed and revised. 

 

i) National Committee on Food Crop Sector (NCFCS) 

 

There were 16 members in this committee including the Chairman and the Secretary and all 

members were appointed by the Council. Dr. Ajantha de Silva, Director General of the 

Department of Agriculture who represents the Food Crop Sector of the Council was the 

Chairman of the committee while Dr P C Girihagama, Deputy Director of the Council for 

Agricultural Research Policy was the Secretary to the Committee. In the year 2021, one 

Committee meeting was held via online facility. Committee discussed the TOR at the very 

beginning of the meeting and familiarized the TOR. Initial discussions were commenced to 

formulate National Research Priorities on Food Crop Sector. It was decided to hold a stake 

holder workshop to identify research gaps and needs and to invite all relevant stakeholders. In this 

regard a workshop was organized in collaboration with Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research & 

Training Institute. Though it was scheduled to hold in mid-December, due to unavoidable circumstances, 

it had been postponed to January next year. Five Sub Committees were appointed for Agricultural 

Biotechnology, Plant Breeding, Plant Protection, Agronomy and Post-Harvest Technology to assist the 

Main Committee. 

 

 

ii) National Committee on Plantation Sector (NCPS) 

 

There were 14 members in this committee including the Chairman and the Secretary and all 

members were appointed by the Council. Dr. Saman Hettiarachchi, Director, Tea Research 

Institute who represents the Perennial Crop Sector of the Council was the Chairman of the 

committee while Dr. Shanika Jayasekera, Senior Scientist of the Sri Lanka Council for 

Agricultural Research Policy was the Secretary to the Committee. In the year 2021, one 
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Committee meeting was held via online facility. Committee discussed the TOR at the very 

beginning of the meeting and familiarized the TOR.  Initial discussions were commenced to 

formulate National Research Priorities on Plantation Crop Sector. 

 

 

iii) National Committee on Forestry Sector (NCFS) 

 
There were 08 members in this committee including the Chairman and the Secretary and all 

members were appointed by the Council. Dr. K M A Bandara, Additional Conservator, 

Department of Forest who represents the Forest Sector of the Council was the chairman of the 

committee while Dr. N S Jayasekera, Senior Scientist of the Council for Agricultural Research 

Policy was the Secretary to the Committee. In the year 2021, one Committee meeting was held 

via online facility. Committee discussed the TOR at the very beginning of the meeting and 

familiarized the TOR.  Initial discussions were commenced to formulate National Research 

Priorities on Forestry Sector. 

 

 

iv) National Committee on Livestock and Poultry Sector (NCLPS) 

 

There were 10 members in this committee including the Chairman and the Secretary and all 

members were appointed by the Council. Dr G A Gunawardena, Deputy Director, Veterinary 

Research Institute who represents the Livestock Sector of the Council was the chairperson of the 

committee while Mr Sameera Dissanayake, Research Officer of the Council for Agricultural 

Research Policy was the Secretary to the Committee. In the year 2021, one Committee meeting 

was held via online facility. Committee discussed the TOR at the very beginning of the meeting 

and familiarized the TOR.  Initial discussions were commenced to formulate National Research 

Priorities on Livestock and Poultry Sector. 

 

v) National Committee on Floriculture Sector (NCFLS) 

There were 09 members in this committee including the Chairman and the Secretary and all 

members were appointed by the Council. Prof Ranjith Senarathne, Chairman, National Science 
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Foundation, who represents the Floriculture Sector of the Council was  the chairman of the 

committee while Dr S M P C Padmini, Senior Scientist of the Council for Agricultural Research 

Policy was the Secretary to the Committee. In the year 2021, one Committee meeting was held 

via online facility.  

Committee discussed the TOR at the very beginning of the meeting and familiarized the TOR.  

Initial discussions were commenced to formulate National Research Priorities on Floriculture 

Sector. 

 

 

vi) National Committee on Fisheries &Aquatic Resources Sector (NCFARS) 

 

There were 11 members in this committee including the Chairman and the Secretary and all 

members were appointed by the Council. Dr. H M P Kithsiri, Director General of the NARA 

who represents the Fisheries Sector of the Council was Chairman of the committee while Dr. N S 

Jayasekera, Senior Scientist of the Council for Agricultural Research Policy was the Secretary to 

the Committee. In the year 2021, one Committee meeting was held via online facility. 

Committee discussed the TOR at the very beginning of the meeting and familiarized the TOR.  

Initial discussions were commenced to formulate National Research Priorities on Fisheries 

&Aquatic Resources Sector. 

 

 

WORKSHOPS AND SYMPOSIA CONDUCTED IN 2021 

 

14
th

 National Symposium for Floriculture Research 2021 (14
th

 NASFLOR – 2021) 

 

The Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy and Department of National Botanic 

Gardens conducted the Annual National Symposium on Floriculture Research (NASFLOR-

2021) on 16
th

December2021 as virtual Symposium to highlight and to discuss the recent research 

findings in this field. Researchers, Growers, Exporters and Policy makers participated and shared 

their experiences to develop this sector. Sixteen research papers related to floriculture sector 

were presented by researchers and those papers were grouped to six categories.  
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Private Public Partnership (PPP) Workshop  

 

National Committee on Floriculture Sector organized a workshop on 15
th

 October 2021 at 

9.30am through online facility regarding Private Public Partnership (PPP). The objective of the 

workshop was to develop private public partnership to the improvement of the development of 

the floriculture sector. Private sector participants highlighted the research requirements and 

discussed with the researchers to develop research programs. The exporters highlighted that they 

requested new crops, every year. Some countries such as Australia capitalize on this and focus 

their research and product development using the indigenous flora. In addition to those new 

crops, there are many new varieties of traditional floricultural crops introduced into the market 

every year. Such species are coming from the countries such as the Netherlands where a strong 

network of floriculture research and development is available. Prof Ranjith Senaratne, Chairman 

of the National Committee on Floriculture Sector thanked all the participants of the PPP meeting 

and requested to develop one or two pilot projects with collaboration of private sector. Around 

30 Researchers, Growers, Exporters participated the workshop.  

 

Trainings and Webinars 

Art of Writing a Research Policy Brief   

A webinar was organized on 23 

September 2021, by SLCARP for 

NARS scientists to publish research 

findings and resource person for the 

webinar was Prof Gamini Senanayake, 

Chairman, SLCARP.A total of hundred 

and fifty three (153) NARS scientists 
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participated to the webinar through online facility. 

 

 

Advance Techniques in Postharvest Management of Fruits and Vegetable,  

 

An awareness program on Advance Techniques in Postharvest 

Management of Fruits and Vegetable was organized on 28 

September 2021, by SLCARP for NARS scientists. Resource 

person for the webinar was Prof Ilmi Hewajulige, Additional 

Director General, Industrial Technology Institute. A total of 

hundred and seventy five (175) NARS scientists participated to 

the webinar through online facility 

 

 

Production of Nutrients Enriched Biochar for Organic Agriculture 

An awareness program on 

Production of Nutrients 

Enriched Biochar for 

Organic Agriculture was 

organized on 09 November 

2021, by SLCARP for NARS 

scientists. Resource person 

for the webinar was Dr. 

Manish Kumar, Principal 

Scientist, CSIR-Institute of 

Minerals and Materials Technology, Bhubaneswar, India. A total of hundred and twenty two 

(122) NARS scientists participated to the webinar through online facility. 
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AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH MANAGEMENT 

Mandated Function Covered    

 Make Recommendations to Appropriate Authorities on Financial, Manpower and 

Physical Resources Required by Agricultural Research Institutions (4) 

 Review Institutional and Departmental Agricultural Research Programs and Make 

Recommendations with Regard to their Priorities and Funding to the Ministry of the 

Minister in Charge of the Subject of Finance and Planning (5) 

 Review the performance of agricultural research projects, Institutions and Divisions from 

time to time (13) 

 

Information for Agricultural Research Managers (INFORM) 

 

INFORM is a Management Information System including program budgeting operated by 

SLCARP and the Management of the INFORM database is also done by SLCARP.  Information 

on research personnel, research projects and recurrent research budget related to previous year,  

is collected annually in electronic form from the 13 Research Institutions (Coconut Research 

Institute (CRI), Palmyrah Research Institute (PRI),  Rubber Research Institute(RRI), Sugarcane 

Research Institute (SRI), Tea Research Institute (TRI), Veterinary Research Institute (VRI), 

National Aquatic Resources Research & Development Agency (NARA), National Institute of 

Post-Harvest Management (NIPHM), Hector Kobbakaduwa Agrarian Research and Training 

Institute (HARTI),Department of National Botanic Gardens (DNBG), Forest Department (FD), 

Department of Export Agriculture (DEA) and Department of Agriculture (DOA) in the NARS 

including 19 sub institutions of DOA. During the 2021 information were requested from 12 

institutions of NARS including 19 sub institutions of DOA. During the year 2021 thirty one 

databases were expected and thirty were collected.  Databases were processed and resubmitted to 

the relevant institution. National Database for the year 2020 was prepared by compiling the 
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processed databases. Individual training via Zoom was provided to five INFORM Coordinators. 

The INFORM-2018 was published. 

 

 

External Review of Research Institutes – 2021 

 

 

External review is an important mandatory function of the Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural 

Research Policy (SLCARP) to measure the research performances of the National Agricultural 

Research System (NARS). The Main objectives of these external reviews are to evaluate the 

performances; recognize good practices; facilitate continuous improvements and inculcate the 

research culture into the NARS. The main features of external review are; self-evaluation 

institution, review visit and perusal of evidence culminating in a review report with judgment 

and commentary. The overall purpose of external review is to achieve research goals and use a 

peer review process to promote sharing of good practices and to facilitate continuous 

improvement. This overall purpose can be sub divided into specific aspects such as 1. 

Confidence, 2.  Accountability, 3. Information, 4. Improvement, 5. Innovation. External 

Review of NARS institutions is done once in five years. 

 

 In the year 2021, External Review guidelines were prepared by the council-appointed expert 

committee to use as a guideline to do the external review of the Institutes. Prof. Tilak P D 

Gamage, Faculty of Fisheries, Marine Sciences & Technology, University of Ruhuna (Chairman 

of the Committee), Dr. D.S.P. Kuruppuarachchi - Dean, Faculty of Management and Finance, 

SANASA Campus and  Dr. D S de Z Abeysiriwardena, Senior Consultant (R& D), CIC, 

Agribusiness were the members of this committee. 

 

In year 2021, Council approval was taken to review two institutes; Socio Economics and 

Planning Centre and Natural Resources Management Center of the Department of Agriculture. 

Two committees were appointed by the council to conduct the external review of these two 

institutes and each committee consisted of three members. Self–evaluation reports were collected 

from two institutes. Review visits of the institutes could not be done due to travel restrictions due 

to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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Year-end Progress Review of Research Action Plans National Agricultural Research 

Institutes (NARIs) in 2020 

 

Progress Review of Research Action Plans of all NARS institutions is a mandatory requirement 

of SLCARP. The performance of research Action Plans for the previous year is reviewed in the 

first quarter of the current year. The review is done by the expert panel appointed by the council. 

Head of the institution or a representative presents the institute’s progress and the Information of 

the Institutes, Relevance of the Research, Effectiveness of Findings, and Efficiency, Research 

outputs, Research outcome, dissemination, and partnerships to the committee. The review report 

is submitted to the council for approval and sent to the relevant institutions 

 

Performance of research action plans were examined as at the end of December 2020 in 25 

research institutes/centers under 05 Ministries. Presentations were made on 27
th

 January 2021 

based on Information of the Institutes, Relevance of the Research, Effectiveness of Findings, and 

Efficiency, Research outputs, Research outcome, dissemination and partnerships. This progress 

review was conducted with the participation of eminent reviewers in the field of agriculture. A 

summary document has been finalized and submitted to the higher level in the Government. 

Total number of scientists participated was around 60. 
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MOTIVATION OF THE SCIENTISTS 

Mandated Function Covered    

 Promote and Facilitate Excellence in Agricultural Research (6) 

 To Arrange for and Fund Special Scientific Services for the Entire Agricultural Research 

Sector (9) 

 

Sri Lanka Journal of Food and Agriculture (SLJFA) 

 

During the year 2021, more than 11 research papers were reviewed. The SLJFA Vol. 7 Issue 1 

and Vol. 7 Issue 2 were published online in the SLJOL. Due to lack of funding the distribution of 

printed journal copies (ISSN 2424-6913) was affected. The SLJFA policy is to publish the 

research papers that are reviewed, revised and accepted by the reviewers and authors on or 

before 30 June in Issue 1 and 31 December in Issue 2 respectively.    

 

 

The Research Allowance Program 

 

The Government of Sri Lanka has provided an incentive for the researchers for conducting 

valuable research programs and as a mechanism to encourage them to conduct highly innovative 

research to meet the present demands as relevant to their fields of expertise. This is operational 

through Management Services Department Circular 2/2014. In accordance with the Circular 

SLCARP has the authority to approve the research allowance for the researchers in agriculture 

sector. A total of 96 applications for the research allowance was evaluated. 
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FUNDING 

Mandated Function Covered    

 

 Arrange for and Fund Inter-Institutional Agricultural Research Projects (8) 

 

Inter-institutional & Multidisciplinary Research Grant Scheme (IIMDRGS) 

This Inter-institutional & Multidisciplinary Research Grant Scheme (IIMDRGS) provides funds 

to NARS and NUS on a competitive basis to conduct agricultural research programs under the 

priorities identified by SLCARP. The Research programs should be inter-institutional & 

Multidisciplinary. In 2021, four research proposals were submitted to SLCARP by NARS and 

NUS based on the selected 4 concept papers. These proposals were evaluated by the standard 

procedures followed by SLCARP and with the council approval all four projects were granted. 

Table 1 shows the detail information of these projects. 

Table1: Research Projects awarded 

 

In 2021 five projects were operated by SLCARP including the four new projects which were 

awarded in 2021. The research projects operated in 2021 are shown in the table 2.Progress 

reports of all the projects, operated in 2021 were submitted to SLCARP. 

 

 

Institute Project Title Principal 

Investigator 

Awarded 

Year 

CRI Physico-chemical, sensory and nutritional characteristics 

of coconut flour incorporated foods 

Dr. L.L.W.C. 

Yalegama 

2021 

DEA Study of growth and yield performance of cardamom 

(Elettaria cardamomum) (Linn.) Maton under pine 

plantations in Knuckles region, Sri Lanka 

DrA.L.S 

Dharmaparakrama 

2021 

University 

of Ruhuna 

Application of Moringa Oleifera leaf stalk as 

supplementary feed to improve milk production in dairy 

cattle 

Prof. Anton 

Perera 

2021 

PRI Investigating the factors influencing the quality and 

nutritional composition of Palmyrah fruit pulp during its 

preservation for large scale production 

Mr. S. 

Srivijeindran 

2021 
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Table 2: The research projects operated in 2021 

 

 

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 

Mandated Function Covered    

 Promote Linkage between Agricultural Research Institutions at National and 

International Level (10) 

 Arrange Postgraduate Training for Agricultural Research Staff and Interchange/Exchange 

of Scientists with Recognized Research Institutions Abroad (12) 

 

Capacity Building of Researchers of the NARS under the ICAR-SLCARP MOU 

 

During the year 2021 four scientists of National Agricultural Research System including three 

scientists from Department of Agriculture and one from Tea Research Institute were continuing 

their studies towards PhD degree programs under the MOU between ICAR and India. Due to 

covid-19 Pandemic situation these students came back to Sri Lanka in 2020 under the 

government repatriate programs and continued their studies in Sri Lanka.  During the year 2021 

all three scholars from DOA had completed their course works and research component, 

Institute Project Title Principal 

Investigator 

Awarded 

Year 

TRI Investigation of health-promoting effects of Sri Lankan 

Tea cultivars 

Dr. K.G. Nelum 

P. Piyasena 

2018 

CRI Physico-chemical, sensory and nutritional 

characteristics of coconut flour incorporated foods 

Dr. L.L.W.C. 

Yalegama 

2021 

DEA Study of growth and yield performance of cardamom 

(Elettaria cardamomum) (Linn.) Maton under pine 

plantations in Knuckles region, Sri Lanka 

DrA.L.S 

Dharmaparakrama 

2021 

University 

of Ruhuna 

Application of Moringa Oleifera leaf stalk as 

supplementary feed to improve milk production in dairy 

cattle 

Prof. Anton 

Perera 

2021 

PRI Investigating the factors influencing the quality and 

nutritional composition of Palmyrah fruit pulp during 

its preservation for large scale production 

Mr. S. 

Srivijeindran 

2021 
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submitted thesis, completed thesis defensed and finally completed their studies and at the end of 

the year 2021 these three DOA scholars obtained their PhD degree. In this regard two scholars 

Mr. D M Withanawasam and Mrs Vidumini Wickramasinghe went back to India for final 

requirement of the completion of their degrees. Mr J Dhanajaya from TRI completed his Sri 

Lankan component of the research component went back to India to continue his Indian 

component of his research for final requirement of the completion of their degrees. 

 

 Details of the completed scholars 

Nos Institute  
Name of the 

Participant 
University Area of Study 

1 
DOA Mrs. Vidumini 

Wickramasinghe 

Kerala Agricultural University, 

Thrissur, India 

Agricultural 

Microbiology 

2 

DOA Mrs. N P S  Silva                                 Professor Jayasankar Telangana State 

Agricultural University (PJTSAU), 

Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, India 

Genetics & Plant 

Breeding 

3 

DOA Mr. D. M. 

Withanawasam 

Acharya N.G. Ranga Agricultural 

University, Guntur (Andhra Pradesh), 

India 

Genetics & Plant 

Breeding 

4 
TRI Mr.  K A Jeevan 

Dananjaya 

C S K  Himachal  Pradesh krishi 

Vishvavidyalaya ( C S KHPKV),India 

Plant Breeding & 

Genetics 

 

 

SLCARP has provided the necessary coordination to the scholars for admissions and ensured 

receipt of funds for the program, throughout year 2021, and all payments due to the scholars were 

made. In year 2021, 26 scholars returned back to Sri Lanka due to COVID -19 pandemic in the 

Philippines. Progress of the scholars who are continuing in the respective Universities abroad and 

who have returned to Sri Lanka are monitored by SLCARP and issues regarding the scholars are 

regularly reported to the Council of SLCARP. Necessary coordination from SLCARP was 

provided to all 79 scholars during the pandemic. Three New scholars have started their Post 

Graduate (PG) studies under special cabinet approvals. Their program will over 2024 December.   
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Details of the new scholars 

 

Nos Institute  
Name of the 

Participant 
University Area of Study 

1 HARTI 
Ms. I K 

Edirisingha 
University Puthra Malaysia 

Agriculture 

Extension  

2 VRI 
Ms. M G S A 

Gunarathna 

University Puthra Malaysia Agriculture 

Extension 

3 TRI 
Mr. A L R U 

Kumara 

University Puthra Malaysia Agriculture 

Extension 

 

Local Post Graduate program 

 

SLCARP has started local PG scholarship program for NARS scientists from 2021 and 

below listed officers were selected to start PG degrees in Local Universities from year 

2022. 

 

Name of 

Organization 

Name Date of 

Birth 

Years of Service Title of the Proposed 

Research 

HARTI Mr. Sidath 

Bandara 

15.03.1975 

(46 Yrs) 

Research Officer - 2003 

to 2014 

 

Senior Research Officer -

2014 to up-to-date 

 

Total -18 Yrs. 

Water security in the Kala 

Oya river basin of Sri Lanka: 

an institutional analysis 

HARTI Ms. Geethani 

G. de L.W. 

Samarasinha 

19.02.1974 

(47 Yrs) 

Research Officer - 2003 

to 2014 

 

Senior Research Officer -

2014 to up-to-date 

 

Total – 18 Yrs 

Significance of traditional 

anicut systems in Sri Lanka 

in the face of climate change 

 

HARTI Ms. Sagarika 

Hitihamu 

11.10.1972 

(49 Yrs) 

Research Officer - 2003 

to 2014 

 

Senior Research Officer -

2014 to up-to-date 

 

Total -18 Yrs. 

Sustainable Dairy Farming 

Models for Different Farming 

Systems of Sri Lanka 

HARTI Ms. M.D.Susila 

Lurdu 

14.02.1974 

(47 Yrs) 

Research Officer - 2003 

to 2014 

 

Senior Research Officer -

2014 to up-to-date 

Effectiveness of extension 

communication on 

agricultural productivity 

enhancement of food crop 

sector in Sri Lanka 



Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy  

30 

 

Name of 

Organization 

Name Date of 

Birth 

Years of Service Title of the Proposed 

Research 

 

Total – 18 Yrs 

HARTI Ms. G. V. 

Norika Aiomi 

25.11.1973 

 

(48 Yrs) 

Research Officer at 

HARTI  

01.03.2017 

 

Research Assistant in 

National Science and 

Technology Commission 

(2013-2014) 

 

Total-  5 Yrs & 8 Months 

 

Integrated nutrient 

management and soil 

conservation in upcountry 

vegetable 

cultivation; Nuwara Eliya 

District 

 

 

 

 

 

DAPH 

VRI 

Dr(Mrs) APDG 

Pathirana 

02.07.1976 

(45Yrs) 

Veterinary Research 

Officer 

02.10.2006 

 

15 years and  1.5 months 

Production of Intramammary 

herbal Preparation for Dry 

Cows using Botanical 

extracts(Ageratumconyzoides, 

Vernonia cinerea and 

Ocimum tenuiflorum) 

DAPH 

VRI 

Dr(Mrs) PGID 

Amarasiri 

30.11.1987 

(34Yrs) 

Veterinary Research 

Officer 

07.12.2015 

6 Yrs 

Development of an irradiated 

Vaccine for Bovine 

Babesiosis 

SLCARP Mr L.G. 

Hettiarachchi 

17.04.1988 

(33Yrs) 

Research Officer 

4Yrs 

Identification of Total Factor 

Productivity and its 

Determinants for Rice Sector 

in Sri Lanka (Proposed) 

 

 

Total Number of Scholars who are reading post graduate degrees under the 

Capacity Building Long term Training Program of SLCARP in Year 2021 

University Putra Malaysia                                                                            40 

Kaseartsart   University                                                                                03 

University of Philippine s                                                                            28 

Indian council of Agriculture research universities                                    05 

AIT                                                              03 

Total    Scholars                79 
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Asia Pacific Association of Agricultural Research Institute (APAARI) 

 

SLCARP has been a member of APAARI since its inception and pays an annual membership 

fee. Secretary SLCARP was an executive committee member for years and chairman appointed 

an executive member Asian Pacific Consortium on Biotechnology and Bio resources (APCOB). 

Since its establishment APAARI has significantly contributed towards addressing agricultural 

research needs and enhancing food and nutritional security in the region. The close links, 

networks, partnerships and collaboration with stakeholders that APAARI has developed over the 

years, makes the Association a valuable organization in the region. The ultimate aim of APAARI 

is to help realizing sustainable development goals in Asia and the Pacific. Through the APAARI, 

two training and invitation for a workshop were offered to SLCARP. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDG) - 2021 

 

In the year 2021, under the National Agricultural Research Plan (NARP), 51 research projects 

were coordinated to achieve SDGs relevant to “zero hunger” and “climate change” and Thirty 

five (35) new projects had been recommended for funding in the year 2021. In the program of 

Funding of Inter-institutional research projects, four research projects were coordinated to 

achieve SDGs. Short term research priorities were formulated for Agricultural Sector with the 

impacts of COVID -19 and the food security. The short-term research priorities were formulated 

for six sectors such as Plantation, Non-plantation, Livestock & Poultry, Aquatic Resources, 

Forestry and Floriculture.  
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STAFF OF THE SLCARP 

 

Approved cadre for the SLCARP is 36 and existing cadre in 2021 is 23. The Posts which 

are fall in vacant; Senior Scientist (02 posts), Research Officer (02 posts), Librarian (01 

post), Administrative Officer (01 post), Management Assistant (Technical) (02 post), 

Management Assistant (Non-Technical) (03 posts), Driver (01 post), and Office Aide (01 

post). Staff status as at 31
st
 December 2021, at the Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural 

Research Policy is as follows: 

 

Chairman 

Prof Gamini Senanayake  B.Sc. (Agric.), M.Sc., Ph.D.   

 

Secretary  

Mr. Prabath Wimal Kumara,   BA, MA   

 

Senior Manager 

 

Deputy Director (Research Management)  

 

Dr. P. H. A. P. C. Girihagama B.Sc. (Agric.), MPhil, Ph.D. (Agric. Economics) 

 

Senior Scientist 

Dr. N. S. Jayasekara   B.Sc. (Sci.), MSc. Ph.D.     (Agric. Entomology.) 

Dr. S. M. P. C. Padmini  B.Sc. (Agric.), MSc, Ph.D.    (Agric. Crop Science) 

 

Research Officer 

 

Mr. D. D. S. S. Dissanayake  B.Sc. (Agric.)   

Mr. L.G. Hettiarachchi  B.Sc. (Agric.), MSc.  
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Middle Manager  

 

Accountant 

R M A S H Kumara     BBM, MAAT, CBA, CMA, CA CAB II   

 

Assistant Director Administration 

Mrs. R.Y.M.P.Ranathunga  B.Sc. (Mgt. &Pub Admin.) sp.   

 

 Management Assistants (Tec) 

Ms. J. A. D. M. P. Jayasinghe, AAT 

Ms. S. M. S. U. Kaushalya,  AAT 

 

Management Assistants (Non-Tec) 

Mrs. H. H. Batagoda    

Ms.  N. B. S. Dharshani    

Mrs. G. A. P. K. Dissanayake    

Mrs. A. B. Anjalee     

Mr. K. G.  S. C. Wanigasekara   

Mrs. A. P. M. D. K. Samarajeewa   

Mr. R. P. N. B. Premathilaka 

Ms.P. G. C. L. Sumanasinghe  

Ms. S. R. M. P. H. Samaranayake 

 

Primary Level Skilled  

Mr. D. G. A. S. Dassanayake   Driver 

Mr. D. J. D. R. D. Jayamaha   -do- 

 

Primary Level Unskilled  

Mr. N. A. K. Weerakkody   Office Aide  

Ms. A. R. H. Premarathne   -do- 
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